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ON PUBLISHING“THE EMPEROR’'S 70 YEARS”

In our long history, this is the first time that an emperor and
empress will go to Europe together. After having experienced and
endured many hard times, such as the Coup d’Etat of February
26, 1936 and World War II, they are going abroad as symbols of
peaceful Japan. That is a great pleasure to all of us Japanese. The
beautiful relationship between the Royal Family and the Japanese
people is the real basis of Japan. In order to show this, Kokusai
Johosha has published many special issues and books on the Royal
Family since the establishment of the company in 1922.

In 1921 H.M.the Emperor went to Europe as a young prince
and in 1922 he was engaged to Princess Nagako, daughter of
Prince Kuni. It is a strange coincidence that the last half century is
not only H.M.the Emperor’s history, but also the history of our
company.

It is a great pleasure for us to publish this book, “The
Emperor’s 70 Years”, on the occasion of Their Majesties’ visit to
Europe.

I thank the Imperial Household Agency very much for letting
us use their valuable materials as well as many other people who

helped to make this publication possible.

Shummei Ishihara

President of Kokusai johosha
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